OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR
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May 20, 2003

To the Honorable Speaker and Members,
The House of Representatives of the State of Washington

Ladies and Gentlemen:

| am returning herewith, without my approval asto subsection 4, Engrossed Substitute House Bill
No. 1827 entitled:

"AN ACT Relating to provision of meningococcal immunization information to first-time
students by degree-granting postsecondary educational institutions;"

Thisbill requires al public and private higher education institutions with student housing on
campus to provide information to each new student about meningococcal disease. This
requirement is consistent with the Centers for Disease Control recommendations to colleges and
public health departments that they provide general information to students about the disease.

However, subsection 4 isunduly prescriptive in directing institutions that offer electronic
enrollment to provide the meningococcal disease information to students as part of their
electronic enrollment and requiring that students acknowledge receipt of the information in order
to compl ete enrolIment.

Many higher education institutions in Washington and across the nation have been providing this
information to their students for years, without a mandate that students acknowledge receipt. Our
higher education institutions also provide information on other critical public health issues, such
as AIDS/HIV and acohol abuse without a requirement that students acknowledge receipt.
Creating a mandatory sign-off from students creates an unnecessary administrative burden on our
higher education institutions.

For these reasons, | have vetoed subsection 4 of Engrossed Substitute House Bill No. 1827.
With the exception of subsection 4, Engrossed Substitute House Bill No. 1827 is approved.

Respectfully submitted,

Gary Locke
Governor



